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� ere is a keynote session each morning and 
then all breakout sessions for this conference are 1.5 hours in length

DYLAN WILIAM

MELBOURNE
Friday 22 - Monday 25 May 2015

KEYNOTE: How Do We Prepare Our Students for a World We Cannot Imagine?

Children beginning school this year are likely to still be working in the fi nal quarter of the 21st century. No matter how much they learn at 
school, it will not be enough. Most of what they need to know – both inside and outside the world of work – hasn’t been discovered or 
invented yet. While some claim to be able to predict the skills needed in the future, the truth is we just don’t know. The idea that children 
should “learn how to learn” was once an optional extra; now it is a survival skill. Science, technology and mathematics will be important in 
the future, but so will subjects like music, drama, dance and art. They not only play a role in producing fulfi lled lives, but also emphasise 
creativity more than other subjects. Creativity is the one thing we know machines can’t do.

Session One | 9:30 am– 11:00 am

Formative Assessment – What it is and What it isn’t

A number of studies have shown that formative assessment can have a signifi cant impact on student achievement if the correct practices 
are implemented. In this session, participants will learn to distinguish between diff erent kinds of formative assessments and, more 
importantly, which methods will make the most diff erence to student learning.

Sessions Two and Three | 11:30 am– 3:30 pm

Formative Assessment – Strategies and Techniques (this is a two-part session)

Students do not learn what we teach. That is why classroom formative assessment is the bridge between teaching and learning. 
Assessment tells us if what we did as teachers resulted in the students learning the intended content. Participants will learn about the fi ve 
key strategies of classroom formative assessment, all of which can be implemented immediately.

Friday 22 May 2015
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Saturday 23 May 2015

Session One | 8:30 am– 11:00 am

Formative Assessment – What it is and What it isn’t

Repeat Session from Friday 22 May; Session One

Session Two | 11:30 am– 1:00 pm

Principled Assessment Design

Although improving formative assessment is essential to improving outcomes for students, it is important that attention is given to how 
assessment can support summative functions such as recording, monitoring and reporting progress. In this session, participants will learn 
about how a “backward design” approach to assessment can lead to more effective assessment systems. In addition, participants will learn 
about how to ensure quality in assessment and how assessment can better support target setting in schools.

Session Three | 2:00 pm– 3:30 pm

Principled Curriculum Design

Curriculum design is an important part of every school’s work, but too often it is done in an ad hoc manner. What is needed is an approach 
to curriculum development that is “loose” enough to be applied differently in different schools, but still “tight” enough to be more than just 
the “pet topics” of those in charge – in other words, a principled approach to the design of curriculum and associated assessment. In this 
session, Dylan will present seven principles that, from reviews of the best curricula worldwide, appear to be particularly useful for schools 
to use as “audit tools” for examining the curriculum.

Sunday 24 May 2015

In this one-day institute Dylan will cover why we need to raise achievement, what’s been tried and what hasn’t worked. This will 
include explaining why improving educational achievement is an economic priority for all countries. Participants will learn why 
previous attempts to improve educational achievement have been largely unsuccessful and what needs to be done to improve 
educational outcomes at scale. 

A key to improving educational achievement is formative assessment. Dylan will outline what it is and what it isn’t – when it works 
and when it doesn’t. In this institute, participants will learn to distinguish between different kinds of formative assessments (including 
benchmark, interim and common formative assessments) and, more importantly, when to use which to make the most difference to 
student learning. 

Specifically, participants will learn about 

Eliciting Evidence – the Starting Point for Good Feedback: This will include classroom techniques to improve questioning, including 
how to create, and capitalise upon, more “teachable moments” and how to identify the defining characteristics of effective diagnostic 
questions. 

Providing Feedback That Moves Learning Forward: Dylan will explain different kinds of feedback, the eight possible kinds of 
responses that students can make and why only two of them will actually improve learning. Participants will also learn how 
effective day-to-day feedback practices can be integrated into a classroom marking system that can be used both formatively and 
summatively.

Activating Students as Learners and a Resource for Others: Dylan will give a number of practical techniques for teachers to increase 
learner involvement in the direction, pace and structure of their own learning. 

Improving Classroom Practice with Teacher Learning Communities: Changing classroom practice is much more difficult than giving 
teachers time to meet to look at data. Participants will learn how monthly meetings of building-based teacher learning communities 
can be used to support teachers in changing their classroom practice and substantially increase student achievement.

EMBEDDED FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT Institute Dylan Wiliam
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MELBOURNE
22–25 May

DYLAN WILIAM
Dylan (EdD) is Emeritus Professor of Educational Assessment at University College London. In 
a varied career, he has taught in urban public schools, directed a large-scale testing program, 
served a number of roles in university administration and pursued a research programme 
focused on supporting teachers to develop their use of assessment in support of learning.

Embedding Formative Assessment 
Professional Development Pack

Siobhán Leahy, Dylan Wiliam • 9781743308899
Written by Professor Dylan Wiliam and Siobhán Leahy, 
Embedding Formative Assessment is a two-year 
professional development pack for schools and colleges that 
contains all the materials needed for two years of research-
based professional development. This pack is based on the 

premise that all teachers can improve their practice by developing their use of 
assessment for learning (AfL) through membership of a teacher learning community 
(TLC). It presents educators with both the challenge and the support needed to 
embed formative assessment teaching practices consistently across a whole school. 

SAT8899 • $544.50

Embedded Formative Assessment
Dylan Wiliam • 9781742398112
In this book Dylan Wiliam stresses the importance of formative 
assessment as a key process for increasing teacher quality 
whilst having the biggest affect on student outcomes. He 
argues that quality of teachers is the single most important 
factor in the education system. He looks at some of the popular 
initiatives that aim to increase student achievement, such as 
learning styles, and presents research that shows formative 

assessment practices have a much greater affect on educational achievement than 
most other reforms. This book offers over 50 practical techniques for classroom 
formative assessment that every teacher will be able to implement into their regular 
classroom practice. 

SOT8112 • $35.95

Inside the Black Box
Paul Black, Dylan Wiliam • 9781760011284
Assessment for learning has long been recognised as a key 
factor in raising students’ standards of achievement, yet 
many teachers in Australia still struggle to strike a balance 
between formative and summative assessments. This revised 
Australian edition of Paul Black and Dylan Wiliam’s Inside the 
Black Box aims to help our nation’s educators improve their 
assessment practice by offering easy-to-read advice on how 
to implement the key techniques within formative assessment 

– questioning, feedback, and peer- and self-assessment. The philosophy of the 
“Black Box” series is that formative assessment is considerably more than the sum 
of a series of handy tips and techniques; rather, it is about creating a learning culture 
within the classroom that enables the student to become an independ 

GLA1284 • $10.95

Inside the Black Box: Geography
Paul Weeden, David Lambert • 9781760011345
Geography students must develop process skills for 
investigation as well as communication skills to question 
and discuss their fi ndings. Formative assessment fi ts well 
into this learning setting, since its purpose is for teachers 
to sift student responses in class discussion and activity 
and make professional judgements about the next steps 
in learning. Using this exclusive edition, revised by John 

Butler to align with the recently released Australian Curriculum: Geography, 
primary and secondary teachers throughout Australia can enrich their geography 
instruction with assessment for learning while fulfi lling curriculum requirements. 

GLA1345 • $10.95

Working Inside The Black Box
Paul Black, Christine Harrison, Bethan Marshallm Dylan Wiliam • 
9781760011291
Working Inside the Black Box offers easy-to-read advice 
for teachers on how to implement the key techniques within 
formative assessment, such as questioning, feedback, and 
peer- and self-assessment. While other works in the “Black 
Box” series have been designed to support assessment for 
learning, Working inside the Black Box takes a more 

practical slant, offering practical ideas and advice for the improvement of classroom 
assessment through the key formative assessment methods. The philosophy of the 
“Black Box” series is that formative assessment is considerably more than the 
sum of a series of handy tips and techniques; rather, it is about creating a learning 
culture within the classroom that enables the student to become an independent 
and effective learner. 

GLA1291 • $10.95

Inside The Black Box of Assessment
Paul Black, Christine Harrison, Jeremy Hodgen, Bethan Marshall, 
Natasha Serret • 9781760011369
Inside the Black Box of Assessment helps you to 
develop the quality of your summative assessments, offering 
easy-to-read advice for teachers on how to implement the 
key techniques within formative assessment questioning, 
feedback, and peer- and self- assessment. Previous 
booklets in the series have targeted teachers of particular 

curriculum subjects. However, Inside the Black Box of Assessment is 
different in that its aim is to help all teachers and schools develop the quality of 
their own summative assessments. The philosophy of the “Black Box” series is 
that formative assessment is considerably more than the sum of a series of 
handy tips and techniques; rather, it is about creating a learning culture within the 
classroom that enables the student to become an independent and effective learner. 

GLA1369 • $10.95

Inside the Black Box: Foreign Languages
Jane Jones, Dylan William • 9781760011376
Inside the Black Box: Foreign Languages offers advice 
to foreign languages teachers on developing assessment 
practices that improve learning, backed by rigorous evidence 
that the assessment for learning method is effective and 
feasible in real classrooms. Formative assessment fi ts 
naturally into the foreign languages setting since teachers can 
collect and sift data that arises in classroom interactions and 

activities, so that professional judgements can be made about the next steps in 
learning. Inside the Black Box: Foreign Languages presents the principles 
that underlie effective learning and teaching in languages before outlining practical 
ways of implementing formative assessment in the languages classroom, going on 
to demonstrate how formative assessment can be developed within a languages 
department. 

GLA1376 • $10.95

Inside the Black Box: English
Bethan Marshall, Dylan Wiliam • 9781760011314
This revised Australian edition of English inside the Black 
Box offers an opportunity to reconsider established teaching 
strategies such as classroom dialogue and peer- and self-
assessment in the light of the research fi ndings on formative 
assessment, and to use them more rigorously and consistently 
as a means of helping students to progress. The booklet 

examines the principles of learning that underpin formative assessment and goes 
on to consider how these might be applied in the classroom, identifying the aspects 
of formative assessment that research has shown to be important in raising student 
achievement in the English classroom. 

GLA1314 • $10.95
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Inside the Black Box: Science
Christine Harrison, Paul Black • 9781760011338
Science provides the means by which learners can interact 
with the world around them and develop ideas about the 
phenomena they experience. To be able to learn science in 
this way, students need help in developing process skills to 
investigate, and communication skills to question and discuss 
findings. The specific aim of Inside the Black Box: Science 
is the improvement of science education, so ideas are put in 

the context of the aims and expectations of science teaching. The book sets out in 
detail the research findings on four main ways of practising formative assessment 
found to be both workable and productive with teachers of science, and it shows 
teachers how to develop formative work within a science faculty in a school. 

GLA1338 • $10.95

Inside the Black Box Series Set of 11

GLA1280 • $110.00

Inside the Black Box: Maths
Jeremy Hodgen, Dylan Wiliam• 9781760011321
Inside the Black Box: Maths outlines the principles of 
formative assessment and how they can be applied in the 
maths classroom. The recommendations made in Inside the 
Black Box: Maths gain particular strength from the fact that 
they are grounded in the main findings of many decades of 
research into the principles that govern effective learning and 
the factors that help support the motivation and self-esteem 

of learners. This research is put into the context of the aims and expectations of 
mathematics teaching, and the authors outline their findings on ways of practising 
formative assessment that have been found to be both workable and productive with 
mathematics teachers, including classroom dialogue, feedback and marking, and 
peer- and self-assessment. 

GLA1321 • $10.95

Inside the Black Box: Primary Years
Christine Harrison, Sally Howard • 9781760011307
An up-to-date guide to assessment for learning focused 
on helping Australian primary teachers to acquire and 
develop effective assessment practice. The booklet offers 
guidance on how to develop a community of learning that 
builds on collaborative practice between children, offering 
recommendations grounded in both research findings and 
in the authors’ experience of working with many teachers, 
schools and local authorities over the last decade.  

GLA1307 • $10.95

Inside the Black Box: Design and Digital 
Technologies
Jusy Moreland, Alister Jones, David Barlex • 9781760011383
Inside the Black Box: Design and Digital Technologies 
attempts to blend what we know about the power of formative 
assessment with a restatement of the educational purpose of 
Design and Technologies and Digital Technologies. In todays 
increasingly digital world, the need to increase the level 
of technological literacy in all societies is of international 

importance, and so this booklet offers advice to teachers on how to interact more 
effectively with technology students on a day-to-day basis. In this book, the authors 
detail the results of their research into ways of practising formative assessment in 
Design and Technologies and Digital Technologies. 

GLA1383 • $10.95


